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By Resolution of the Council of Ministers of the Republic of 
Belarus No. 600 dated 21 October 2020, Alexander Goroshko was 
appointed to the post of Deputy Minister of Natural Resources 
and Environmental Protection of the Republic of Belarus. He is 
responsible for water management and will take the role of the 
National Focal Point for EUWI+.

The Environmental Report on SEA of the draft Water Strategy 2030 
was finalised, taking into account comments received during 
the public consultation stage, and submitted to the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection of the Republic 
for finalization of the SEA procedures.

On 15-16 October 2020, the Second Meeting of the Pripyat basin 
council was held in the City of Mozyr, Gomel oblast. The draft 
Pripyat RBMP was presented and adopted at this meeting. The 
approval process is on-going in the concerned Regional Executive 
Committees. The draft report on developing recommendations on 
priorities of surface water resources for irrigation and melioration 
was also consulted and generally supported, with the report 
to address comments and recommendations of the Council 
meeting, including use of the findings in other administrative 
rayons of the Pripyat river basin. 

The Environmental Protection Manual on “Rules for estimation 
of the loads into surface water bodies from dispersed (diffuse) 
sources of pollutions” was adopted by the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environmental Protection in December 2020. 
The status of this document has been upgraded. It contains 
many examples and maps from the Pripyat RBMP, which can be 
considered as a basin pilot to develop the methodology. It will 
be helpful to better estimate the impact of agriculture on water 
resources.

On 29 October 2020, renovation works on the corridor of the 
chemical laboratory of the Republican Center of Analytical 
Control in Minsk were completed. 

On 27 November 2020, installation and configuration of a server 
in the Central Research Institute for Complex Use of the Water 
Resources (CRICUWR) was completed. The first part of installation 
of data management tools on the server was started to prefigure 
the data management platform. 

On 23 November 2020, UBA and the Central Research Institute 
for Complex Use of Water Resources (CRICUWR) agreed on an 
investigative monitoring survey for eleven river monitoring 
sites on four rivers and a reservoir in the Dnieper river basin. 
The investigative survey lasted from 30 November 2020 until 4 
December 2020. Pictures were published on the EUWI+ Facebook 
page. On 31 December, the draft results of the chemical analyses 
of the SW and bottom sediments samples were submitted to UBA 
for review.

During November 2020, CRICUWR presented the work 
“Requirements for the development, compilation and design 
of projects of River Basin Management Plans” to the Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environmental Protection. This document 
has been developed on the basis of the previous version and the 
experiences gained through Dnieper RBMP refinement and Pripyat 
RBMP development. The new version includes recommendations 

for the public consultation and the implementation of the 
measures. The Belarusian requirements are closer to the WFD. 

CRICUWR continued work on the pilot project “Development 
of sub-basin management plan for Uza River and urban 
watercourses in Mogilev (Dnieper river basin)”. The draft sub-
basin management plans including programmes of measures 
were prepared in Russian and English for Mogilev.

Between October-and December 2020, the GW experts of the 
Scientific and Production Centre for Geology elaborated a 
report titled “Transboundary sub-parts of groundwater bodies 
in the Pripyat and Dnieper river basins of the Republic of 
Belarus” and submitted the final report to UBA on 11 December 
2020.

During November 2020, CRICUWR under its contract 
“Strengthening public communication and awareness in the 
Dnieper and Pripyat river basins in Belarus” continued work on 
the book “Springs of Belarus” which was printed in 100 copies 
for dissemination to stakeholders and preparations for the 6th 
International Water Forum “Springs of Belarus”.

In December 2020, interim notes were prepared under the on-
going studies on improving sludge treatment and taxation of 
wastewater discharges in Belarus.

As part of the “EUWI+ expert stories” series, an interview of Ms 
Alena Hramadskaya, a Belarussian expert on participative river 
basin management plan, was published on EUWI+ Facebook 
and website and got more than 220 reaches.

Two training videos on biological monitoring of diatoms 
(sampling method in the field and laboratory analysis) were 
released during the reporting period and disseminated among 
the biological monitoring and hydrobiology experts in Belarus. 
The integration of phytobenthos as a second Biological 
Quality Element (BQE) in addition to macroinvertebrates is an 
important next step in improving surface water monitoring.

Taxonomic identification keys and literature was also 
disseminated to national experts. This is considered a 
sustainable investment, aiming at both capacity building and 
quality assurance.

Laboratory equipment: In December, an international service 
engineer managed to travel to Minsk to install the LC-MS/MS 
equipment at RCAC laboratory, provide a training and start the 
registration process. In December 2020, the registration of the 
delivered AFS was started. AFS is an analytical method used 
to determine the concentration of elements in samples at very 
low concentrations, e.g. mercury in water.

In response to the pandemic that does not allow international 
travels and face-to-face trainings in laboratories, a new 
training guidance document “AFS cook book” for the atomic 
fluorescence spectrometer was prepared by the Environment 
Agency Austria and translated into Russian. This will be applied 
for the first time in early 2021 by the RCAC laboratory in Gomel 
allowing a WFD-compliant analysis.

https://www.facebook.com/euwiplus/photos/a.241198146640983/836918897068902/?type=3&__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARAa0oxWxo8RE9qptBEH6GTJn5_6E9y1BOxhfptw79K1EmucdSFAo8BryLMlxj8iMahSsx4NWRTtzzo8djpKXrqm6XQYJzrMP_QpsD8wI8TZ7Y0QkDqwMDXTVzEPNXzGon6LyKAo25OuqhvKN48XF1UAHIG4ApsC-Vzye9dPdBPn1XQl9Wj8eAwFncHA6NoStMMTl1XDwmeJE6wY6hhFHZMME5mOj6elou6yw2NblrcTXQKRti7kaeKZ-fxS7hKWV_IbK-Eqc3KRNoI-5FPGrSnkQFprDExWdBa0MPolqDUBZuFdHi0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=euqQTWaHx0I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=euqQTWaHx0I


Quarter 1 of 2021 will focus on the following priorities:

• Preparing for the next meeting of the Inter-
agency Committee for management of EUWI+ 
project implementation in Belarus. This event is 
tentatively planned for early March 2021 in virtual 
format. 

• Finalisation of activities on the adoption of the 
revised targets under the Protocol on Water and 
Health following the receipt of feedback from the 
Cabinet of Ministers

• Preparations will continue for the 6th International 
Water Forum “Springs of Belarus” – plans for this 
event will include monitoring of the situation 
with regard to COVID-19. 

• Studies on improving sludge treatment and 
taxation of wastewater discharges in Belarus will 
continue.

• The new server at CRICUWR will be fully 
operational and the transfer of data management 
platform and its main tools on this server will be 
finalised. 

• Following up on the Second Meeting of the Pripyat 
basin council held on 15-16 October 2020, it was 
agreed to further consult on recommendations for 
priorities at surface water resources for irrigation 
and melioration with the Kalinkovichi and Khoiniki 
district administrations. This is expected to take 
place by the end of February 2021. 
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• Preparation and submission of two abstracts for 
the participation at the General Assembly 2021 
of the European Geosciences Union (EGU). One 
abstract covers the proposed methodology of 
status assessment and another abstract is on the 
delineation of transboundary sub-groundwater 
bodies together with the groundwater experts of 
Ukraine. 

• Finalisation of SW Monitoring Development Plan 
and of the report on investigative monitoring.
Preparation of a monitoring development plan 
for groundwater

• Delivery of the purchased groundwater sampling 
equipment.

• A remote audit will be conducted with RCAC 
laboratory and pre-audit assessment report will 
be prepared summarizing all activities of technical 
support for laboratory accreditation

• Online meeting for clarification of questions 
related to applying the new EUWI+ guidance 
document “AFS cook book” for the atomic 
fluorescence spectrometer (AFS) for the RCAC 
laboratory in Gomel.


